
Manna Flats Road 

First surveyed 1897-1990 

No report exists of the naming of the road but there are two possibilities. 

1. That it is a derivation of Manyuering Spring. “Manyuering” being the aboriginal name for 
Sandsprings as reported by the Government Surveyor Phillip Chauncy in 1846. “Manaring 
Lake” near to Half Way House, also existed on 1886 maps. It was Chauncey who also 
named Mount Observation-taking sights from there to Mounts Dale and Ommanney. 

2. That it refers to “Manna Gum”, or “Manna Wattle”. The gum extracted from these trees 
was valuable and achieved high prices as an export to Europe for use as an adhesive in the 
bookbinding industry. The bark of the Manna Wattle was used in the tanning trade as it was 
high in tannin. In 1867 it was reported that a York storekeeper had 50 tons of Manna Gum 
ready for export. Men were earning 7shillings to 15 shillings a day gathering gum. The name 
“Manna Flats” has been used as a place name in other areas where the Manna wattle is 
prevalent (such as  Woodanilling and Pingelly ) so it is likely that this is the derivation of the 
name.  

 

The Manna Wattle was traditionally used by Noongar people. The seeds were ground into  
flour which was mixed with water and formed into small cakes which were baked in the 
ashes. The seeds were used both unroasted and roasted. Roasting changes the flavours to 
more mocha, hazelnut, making it perfect for flavouring biscuits, cakes and ice cream. The 
trees edible gum was also eaten by Noongar people.  

The trees themselves were useful windbreaks and shade for stock.  

The area around Mount Observation was also an early twentieth century charcoal 
production site.  Some ruined charcoal burning structures remain on some properties.  

Possible owners of land at Manna Flats 



1880/90- George Monger- Advertised in the Eastern Districts Chronicle to stop horse 
hunting or the use of enclosed yards at the Manna Flats. 

 

1916- J.H. Monger- advertised for tenders to fence the Manna Flats. 

 

1930s-George Edward Boyle 



 

 


